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SERMON 


Preached to the 


| SOCIETIES 


| Aefornaim 44 1 &c. 
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Ifaiah LL 7. 


Saulen unto Me, ye that know 80 ighteouſ- 

neſs, the People in whoſe Heart is my 
Lam: Fear ye not the Reproach of Men, 
neither be Je afraid $4 their Revilnigs. | 


W EAR is the meanelt of our 
Z&F& ll Paſſions, Wedefpile 1 
others, and engegy 
D ceal it in. oh ſelves, as the 

>= Diſgrace of our Nature, and 
moſt ſenſible Experiment of 


our Weakneſs, | 
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Ts Surmount this Paſſion, conſtitutes the 
Hero: and to Direct it right, the C hriſtian. 
For it js no uſeleſs Affection, nor diſgraceful 
otherwiſe than as miſapply'd. There is an 
Object worthy our Fear, for Whoſe Sake only 


it was given, to Whom only it is a Due, 
and a ſuitable Homage, We Onught | to fear 
Gad; and we Ought not (if we fear Him, 
we need not) ſear any Thing elſe. 


30 Exalted is his Supremacy, that to 


fear Him is a Reeſonable Service ; tis Hopour- 


able, ? tis glorious, 'tis the Beginning of Wiſ⸗ 


dom, and the Foundation of Virtue. Such 


Fear is no anxiqus, ſervile Dread, but A 


Filial, Generous Reverence, - the true and 
| Genuine Source of Fortitude and Magnani- 


mity. For in the Fear of the Lord is ſtrong 


Confidence, and His Children ſhall haue 4 Place 


of Refuge, Prov, XVII. 26. 
Tuts then is the proper Office of Fear, 
for this End was it planted in our Natures, | 


to be ſubſervient to Devotion, and bend us | 


low i in a Reverential Awe before the Great 


| Majefty of Heaven. 


Bur before our Fear is thus ReQified, 


*tis a Diſeaſe of the Soul, the Cauſe of many 


Igconyeniencies, and 2 great Obſtacts to Vir- 
C2 wits o tue. 


"Wo. 
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tue. Deſtitute of its proper Odſect, It 3 
comes a ſhameful Meanneſs of Spirit; and 
inſtead of Devotion, produces Puſillanimity : 
inſtead of Fearing God, we Fear one ano- 
| ther. Degenerate Cowards that we are, we 
fear, not only the Violence of Men, but 
their Laughter, the Laughter of Fools, their 
little Talk and impertinent Railery. And 
it is a righteous Judgment of God upon us, 
that when we ceaſe to fear Him, we ſhould 
be held in a ſlaviſh Awe and Subjection to 
TR" ſo mean and contemptible. 
Ix ſuch Fear of Men is founded the 
Tyranny of Faſhion, and Cuſtom, and Vul- 
gar Opinion, which uſurp upon our natural 
Rights: Yet mult they be ſubmitted to, 
as long as they relate only to Things in- 
different. But when, as it often happens, 
they extend to Things of a Moral Nature, 
and require the Omiſſion of a Duty, or 
Commiſſion of a Sin, we muſt then renounce 
their Authority, and maintain our Integrity, 
with the Hazard of incurring Cenſure and 
Reproach. 

Tas Hazard indeed is a very Trivial 
one in the Eyes of Right Reaſon ; but 
ſo formidable ta the Generality of Mani 
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that they chooſe rather to Offend God than 
Men. Their Cowardice betrays them. into 
vile and ſinful Compliances, and they iwim 
with the Stream, as foul: as it runs. 
To prevent 'this Miſchief, Almighty God 8 
calls, as it were from Heaven, to animate 
the Courage of his Servants. Hearken 4nto 
Me (faith the Lord) Te that know. Righteoufe 
neſs, the Prople in whoſe Heart in my Lam: 
Fear ye not the Reproach of Men, neither be je 
afraid of their Revilings. For the Moth ſhall 
eat them up like 4 Garment, and the Norm 
ſhall eat them like Mool: but my Righteouſneſs 
ſhall be for ever, and my Salvation from Gene. 
ration to Generation. And to the ſame: Pur- 
poſe a little lower (ver. 12, 13.) he adds, I, 
even I, am He, that comforteth you : who art 
Thou, that thou ſbouldſt be afraid of 4 Man, 
that ſhall die, and of the Son of Man, which ſhall 
be as Graſſi? and forgetteſt the Lord thy Maker, 
that hath ſtretohed forth the Heavens, and _ | 
the Foundations of the Earth? _ | 
Thus does the Almighty vuchfabs; to 
encourage us againſt the Fear of Men; à 
Temptation which attends all Kinds of Re- 
formation, Whether of our ſelves, or others. 
"Oar when a Man would reform himſelf, the 
| World 
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World treats him as a Revolter : when he 
would reform others, as a declar'd Enemy, 
that openly Invades, and would ſeduce its 
Votaries. This will always happen, and 
thoſe who hate to be reform'd, will hate 
the Reformers too. 

'YxrT both theſe Kinds of Reformations 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary, each in their 
Order: for Reformation muſt begin at 
Home, and end Abroad. We muſt firſt 
amend our ſelves, and then we ſhall have 
Authority, and Capacity, and may reaſon- 
ably hope for Succeſs, in Reforming others. 
TE pious Wiſdom of theſe Societies 
has been careful, in the uſeful Tracts they 


" 


| publiſh, to inculcate the Neceſſity of this 


previous Qualification for the great Work 
they are engag'd in; well knowing, that 
all Pretenſions to. Publick Reformation with- 
out private Virtue are as Hypocritical and 
Preſumptuous, as they are abſurd and ri- 


diculous. 
Tuus inſtructed by your Example, 1 


| ſhall not ſeparate Two Things, which have 
ſo effential a Dependence on each other, 
| Self-amendment I mean, and the Reformation 


F others, but treat briefly of Both with 


relation 


n 
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dn to the Obſtacles they meet with 
from the Cenſure and Reproach of Wicked 
Men. And, 3 

Firſt, In relation to Selflamendment. When 
a Man, enlightened by divine Grace, diſ- 
covers the Error of his Ways; when he 


comes (as our Text expreſſes it) to Know | 5 g 
Righteouſneſs, : and have the Law of God in 55 4 55 
his Heart: when, in Conſequence of this, 


he often reflects upon the Wretchedneſs of 
his Condition, his Guilt, his Danger, with 


the Neceſſity of conforming to that Law, | 
and accordingly takes ſome Steps towards 
it in ſerious Purpoſes and Reſolutions: one 


of the firſt Temptations that aſſault him, is is 
The Fear of Men, Fear of what the World 
will ſay of him. If, contrary to St. Paul's Exam- 
ple, (Gal. i. 16.) He confers with Fleſh and Blood 
upon this Occafion, He will fay within himſelf, 
« If I ſhould retrench ſuch cuſtomary Ex- 
& pences, ſorſake the Company I have ſo 
« long frequented, and renounce the Diver- 
4 fions I have been ſo much addicted to; 
„ What will Men ſay of me? How Dall 80 
I be ſlighted and contemn'd ? 

Many a hopeful Converſion have ſuch 
Thoughts ſtifled ; But let us be aſſur' d of 
| this, 


: fer Reformation of Manners. 5 
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— 
this, as a certain Truth, that as long as 


we ſtand in Awe of the Opinions of Men, 
we are not fit for the Kingdom of God. 
Not to Dare to Do our Duty is the baſeſt, 
and moſt infamous Cowardice; and Almighty 
| God will not be ſerv'd by Souls ſo mean 
and unworthy. So St. Paul aſſures us in 
the cleareſt Terms: if I Het pleaſed Men, I 
ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt. And 
Chriſt himſelf has declar'd, that He will be 
| aſban'd of thoſe before his Father and the holy 
Angels, who are here Mad of him and bu 
Goſpel. 
It is ſtrange that Men can be ſo deprav'd 
as to be aſhan'd of Chriſt, aſbam'd of Truth, 
of Virtue, and of the Service of God; 1. e. 
of all that is Reaſonable, and truly Honour- 
able; of all that the Angels, the Arch- 
Angels and all the Company of Heaven 
glory in. But ſee the abominable Perverſe- 
neſs of Sin, how it overthrows all Order, 
and infatuates Men to a Degree, that can 
hardly be accounted for. That Principle 
of Shame, which God appointed as a Pre- 
ſervative againſt Vice, as a Guard and 


1 Kind of Outwork for the Deſence of Vir- 


tue; is turned againſt Virtue it fell Men, 
* blinded 
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blinded by habitual Sins, are aſham'd of 
| Virtue, and Glory in their Shame; I mean 


the only juſt Cauſe of Shame, their Vice and 
Debauchery. 
Tr1s falſe deteſtable Shame is one of 


the Devil's ſtrong-holds, by which he main- 


tains his Empire in the Hearts of Men. 


They know Religion to be the better Part, 


and would gladly make it their Choice: 


but the Tyranny of Faſhion, and Humane 


Regards, hold them faſt, and they Dare 


not be Good at the Price of — Ridi- 


culous. 

AN p yet, as bad as the World is, it is 
very Rare that the Ridicule turns directly 
upon Virtue her ſelf: but is commonly 
aim'd at ſome wilful and conceited Forma- 


lities, fome Folly, or Weakneſs, or vain Pre- 


tention to Piety. In this Caſe it is eaſie to 


examine our ſelves whether the Imputation 


be true or falfe, If it be falſe, let us praiſe 
God for our Innocence, and by Perſeverance | 
confute the Calumny. But if we find any, 
though never ſo remote, Grounds for it, as 
ſometimes will happen; for Malice is ſharp- 


ſighted, and may diſcover ſome Infirmities 


in us, which a fond Partiality to our ſelves 
os | had 


had overlaok'd: : in. this Caſe we muſt take 
Advantage of the Cenſure as a ſeaſonable 
Admonition, and remove all Occaſion for 
ſuch Reproaches 1 in our future Conduct. 

Ix is certain that there Are many Pre- 
tenders to Religion, who give the World 
Jaſt Offence by their Behaviour, When 


Men, inſtead of correcting their Humours 
by Virtue, Pretend a Virtue in Indulging 
them: When they would make Idleneſs, 


or Spleen, Affected Singularities, Superſti- 


tion, or Bigotry to their Party, paſs for Piety, 
When they would be thought Religious, 
= though they want common Honeſty; and 


proſecute a miſtaken Devotion, to the Neg- 
lect of the moſt. indiſpenſable Duties of 
Morality. When they make unnatural 
Mixtures of Humility and Pride, Faſting 


and Voluptuouſneſs. When they are ridi- 


culouſly Unequal in their Conduct, ſome- 
times rigorouſly Auſtere, ſometimes Vain 
and Diſſolute: painfully ſcrupulous in 


Trifles, yet taking unwarrantable Liberties 


in Things of the greateſt Conſequence; 


ſtraining at a Gnat, while they ſwallow a 


Camel; and Zealous to the Death for cer- 
tain minute Obligations, while they neglect 
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Judgment and the Love of God. Or, 
laſtly, when they make a Gain of their 
Godlineſs, an Art and Trade of their Re- 


ligion. In theſe Caſes, the Offenders muſt 


bear the Blame they have deſerv'd, and 


not tale Refuge in the Sanctuary, ſeeing it 
is not their Piety, but the mo hed * they 


are reproach'd with. 
And it is Obſervable, that the Encourage- 


ment in the Text is given to thoſe only, in 


whoſe Heart is the Law of God, and who. 
conſequently have an Experimental Know- 


_ ledge of Righteoaſneſs. To ſuch faith God: 


&« Fear ye not the Reproath of Men, neither be 
1 Haid of their Revilings : Such have no- 
thing to fear from the World. If Men 


find Fault with their Converſion, the An- 
gels have rejoyc'd in it. If Men charge 


them with Folly, Chriſt hath declar'd them 
the Children of Wi dom. They may anſwer 
with St. Paul, (i Cor.” iv. 3.) It sa ' ſmall 


Thing that 1 'ſboutd be Juaged of Jon, or of 

Mem Judgment. He that Judgeih Me is the 
Lord. It is with Pleaſure they find their 
Conformity to their Saviour, his Predictions 


verifled, and themſelves entitled to ineſti- 
mable 


; * 
"of 
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mable Bleſfings: for They are his true 
* to whom he faith, (John xv. 18, 
Kc.) If the World hate on, 9 know that it 
hated Me, be fore it hated you. If he were 
of ' the World, the World would love his own: 
bat becauſe Je are not of the World, but I 
have choſen you out of the World, therefore the 
World hateth you.” Remember the Mord that 
I faid unto you ; ; the Servant is not greater 
than the Lord: If they have perſecuted ME, 
they will alſo Perſecate you. And again: 
(Matt. v. 11, 12.) - Bleſſed are ye when Men ; 
pal. revile, and perſecute you, and ſhall fay 
all manner of Evil 49 ainſt you falſely 78 my. 
Sate. Rejoyce, and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your Reward in Heaven ; for ſo per- 
Jones Mp” the. Wa ed which were ory 
_ 
LET ſo n ſuffice to encourage us 
againſt the Fear of Men, with relation to 
Selfamendment. T'proceed now to exhort 
you againſt it with Regard to Publick Re- 
formation. For here we muſt expect chat 
the Clamour will be much louder: but 
by this Time we are ſuppos'd ſomewhat 
inur'd to it. We have already experiencd 
BN 5 the 
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the Raſhnek, the  Unreaſonableneks, the 
Falſhoad .. of the Cenſure of the World, 
while we only diſſented from it; and made 
no other Oppoſition to it, chan by the 
filent Reproach of our Examples. We 
were then, as I faid, only Revolters from 
its Party: but we now return in open Ho- 
ſtility to oppoſe and invade it, to prevent 
ſome from falling into its Snares, and reſcue 
others from its Servitude. For this Glorious 
End, you, GENTLEMEN; have combin'd 
your Strength, and haye (if | may ſo ſpeak) 
liſted your ſelves into regular Troops, to 
beat down the ſtrong Holds of Satan, and 
Fight the Cauſe of Religion under the 
Banners of Publick Juſtice, 5 
Is ever any conſiderable Enterprize truly . 
Religious could have long paſs'd uncenſur'd, 
One might imagine it ſhould be That, 
which. you . are engag'd in, To remove 
Temptations and Opportunities of Sin; 
To render Vice difficult and Penal; To 
prevent the Infection of bad Examples, to 
which ſome Sins (ſuch as Swearing in 
particular) are almoſt totally to be imputed; 
To Nee, 1 ſay, the Contagion of eyil 
Exam- 
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Araniples by exemplary Puniſhment, which 
may perhaps ſometimes have reclaim'd the 
Guilty, but were oftner ſeaſonable Warnings | 
to the yet Innocent: In a Word, To put 
the Laws in Execution, and take away That 
Reproach of our Nation, that we have the 
Beſt Laws the Worſt executed of any 
Country in Chriſtendom : and this too at 
your own great Expence and Trouble, and 
ſometimes Danger; this is ſuch an Un- 
dertaking, as, one would think, ſhould have 
| obtain'd a general Encouragement, Con- 
currence and Applauſe. 

Bur Providence would not anticipate 
your future Reward by the Vain Praiſe 
of Men: It meant rather to Exerciſe and 
Improve your Virtue by Oppoſition, and 
Difficulty, and foul Miſrepreſentation; ſo 
that many among you might have taken 
up the Complaint of the Pſalmiſt, (P/al. 
Ixxix. 4.) We are become a Reproach to our 
| Neighbours, a Scorn and Deriſion to them that 
are round about us. This has been the com- 
mon Lot of good Men. The World and 
Religion have been Long at Variance, for 
bake xxix. 27.) 46 the Unjuſt Man is an Abo- 
5 mination 
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mination. 10 the Juſt : fo He that 15 ane 
in the Way, is an Abomination to the Wicked. 

Lr whatever the World may fay of 
your Societies, which are an Honourable 
Confederacy againſt vice: - You: have the 
Satisfaction to reflect, That when you en- 
gag'd in them, you only renew'd the En- 
gagement you had before made at your 

Baptiſm: You undertook no New Obliga- 
tion: You united only for mutual Coun- 
ſel and Aſſiſtance, that you might the 
better diſcharge One already Incumbent, 
even ever fince your firſt Reception into 
the Church: When after being baptiz'd_ 
in the Name of the moſt holy Trinity, the 

Miniſter ftill retaining you in his Arms, 
pronounced your Admiſſion in thoſe me- 
morable Words: © We Receive this Child 
4 into the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock, 
« and do ſign him with the Sign of the 
« Croſs, in Token that hereafter he ſhall 
« not be aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of 
„ Chriſt crucified, and manfully to fight | 
% under his Banner againſt Sin, the World, 

e and the Devil: and to continue his faith- 
„ful Soldier and Servant unto his Lives End. 
5 8 Tk 
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"Tus Wiſdom of our National Church 


bas retain'd this Holy and Significant Cere- 
mony in her Baptiſmal Service: and the 
groundleſs Oppolition which has been made 


to it, is, I think, a melancholy. Inſtance of 


the Weakneſs of Men in running from one 
Extream to the other, and being ſometimes 


more influenced by their Averſion to Error, 


than their Love of Truth. 
I readily acknowledge, that the Sign of 


the Croſs has been prophaned by Superſti- 
tious, and ſometimes Idolatrous Abuſes; the 


ſame Thing alſo has happened to the Sacra- 


mental Bread. Yet it is confeſs'd on all 
Hands, that an Abuſe of things ſacred re- 


quires only a Reformation, and not an Abo- 


liſhment. But I have no Intention here to 


move a Controverſie. I would only, as the 


Occaſion requires I ſhould, explain a pious 
and very ſignificant Ceremonie, ſo as to 


mind thoſe who have received ir, of the 
: Obligations it was meant to expreſs, as 
they are declared by St. Auguſtin, Tract. 
$30 in Joan. Ad hos Dominus Crucem ſuam 


in eorum, qui in illum crederent, frontibus fixit 
ab ef quod ammado ſedes verecundiæ: ut dt 
nomine ejus Fides non erubeſcat, & magis Dei 


v2 WE: Gloriam, 
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Gloriam, quam hominum dilig at: Þe « To 
„ this End our Lord would have his Crofs 


«* {ign'd upon the Foreheads of Believers, 
Which are in ſome ſort the Seat of Shame- 
« facednefs, that their Faith ſhould not be 


„% aſhamed of his Name, but prefer the 
Glory of God to the Praiſe of Men. 


You ſee therefore your Profeſſion and 
Signature: how they engage you to en- 
counter the frontleſs Impudence of Vice with 
a Chriſtian Aſſurance and Fortitude, Be 
mindful of the holy Boldneſs wherewith the 
Lord had inſpired the Prophet Ezekiel, 
when He faid unto him, Behold, I have made 
thy Face ſtrong ig aint their Faces, and thy 
Forehead ſtrong againit their Foreheads. As an 
Adamant harder than Flint have I made thy 
Forehead, : Fear them not, neither be diſmayed 
at their Looks, though they be a Rebellious Hoof, 
Ezekiel itt. 8, 9... 

AN D who are they, that we ſhould fore | 
them, theſe Patrons and Advocates of Vice? 
Are they not Sons of Belial, the Children of 
Diſobedience, of Riot, and Violence? Are 


they not Men, who openly Profels not to 


believe Religion, or (which is, if any can 


be, a greater Abſurdity) Who profeſs not 


to 


for Reformation of Manners. 19 
to practiſe, what they profeſs to believe? 
Are they not therefore Fools, groſs Fools, 
whoſe very Commendations would be dif. 
graceful, as their Reproaches are truly glo- 
rious? They now ſet inſolently in the 
Seat of the Scornful, and with a prophane 
Gaiety deride your pious Enterprize: But 
he that dwelleth in Heaven, ſhall laugh them 
to ſcorn : = Lord ſhall have them in Derif on, 
Pal. 3 
1 hs mean time, Sins, you have the 
Approbation of good Men, and the Teſti- 
mony of your own Conſciences ; You have 
Reaſon and Religion, and the Almighty 
God, for your Defence. Where all theſe 
concur with the Laws of the Land, as they 
do eminently in your Caſe ; when the pub- 
lick Voice of our National Juſtice requires 
of us, what our Reaſon and Religion com- 
mand: as it leaves no ground of Objection 
to the Adverſary; fo, I think, it leaves no 
Excuſe for us, if we ſhould be ſlack or neg- 
ligent in this great Work of Reformation. 
Tx the Laws of our Countrey had been 
(as thoſe of many Countries have been) 

levelled againſt our holy Religion; yet we 
muſt not even then have feared to confeſs 
.C 2 . ir 
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it openly, although before the Tribunals of 


Pagan Tyrants; although in the Preſence 


of Racks, and Wheels, and Fires, under 
the immediate Apprehenſions of Martyrdom. 
But ſince, by the Mercy of God, our Laws 


are conſtituted for the Support and Main- 


tenance of Religion; ſince the Sword of 
the Civil Magiftracy is drawn and weilded 
in the Defence of Chriſtianity ; What ſhall 
wie ſay of thoſe, who ſneak, and draw back, 
as afraid, or aſhamed to attack Vice, while 


they ftand ſecured, and encouraged * ſo vi- 
ſible a Protection? 


IN the Book of Revelations, ( Rows; XXI. i.8) we 
find the Fearful join'd with the Unbelievers, 


and plac'd firſt in the black Catalogue of thoſe, 
who ſhall have their Part in the Infernal Lake. 


And it is a dreadfu] Sentence which our 
Lord has pronounced in his Goſpel, ſaying, 
that when He cometh in the Glory of his 


Father, with his holy Angels, He will be 


aſhamed of thoſe, who have been aſhamed of Him, 
and his Words, in this adulterous and ſinful 


Generation. It is indeed an adulterous and 


fufal World we live in, falſe to its God, 
and an utter Foe to Virtue. How elſe 
were it poſſible, - that a Delign of Pablick 

Refor- 


mad ed @ OA au 1 


— — 26 


1 Peformation of Manners, 8 21 


N a Deſign ſo. ſerviceable to the. 
Government, ſo beneficial to Mankind, ſo 
diſintereſted and expenſive, could have met 
the ſtrange — Fw have ex- 
perienced? | 
Bur, as I before bw bed as Men 
are, they rarely have the barefaced Impu- 
dence to condemn Virtue, as Virtue. They 
muſt firſt obſcure and blacken it with Falſe- 
hood and Calumnies; a Treatment you 
have long ſuffer'd under, and which has 
| miſled many well meaning Perſons to cen- 
| ſure your Enterprize, before they were ſuf- 
ficiently informed of its Nature. 
LET me therefore repreſent the Diſin 
tereſtedneſs of your Conduct to the Adver- 
faries, for Their own Sakes, not Jours: for to 
be revil'd for Righteouſneſs ſake, is a Bleſ- 
ſing too precious not to be valued by you, 
It gives ſuch Opportunities of Patience and 
Humility, and perſevering Fortitude, that 
you have great Reaſon, and our Lord has 
commanded you to rejoice in it. But, 
though Offences muſt be laid in your Way 
for the Exerciſe -and Improvement of. your 
Virtue in ſurmounting them; yet there is 
a Woe attends thoſe by whom they come, 
955 and 
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and we are bound in Charity to prevent, 
as much as in us lies, their Hurting their 
own Souls. 
I therefore repeat that Challenge which 
you have ſo often publiſhed, and which has 
never yet been anſwered : Requiring that your 
Enemies (inſtead of general Clamours and 
Accuſations of Extorting Money from De- 
lnquents, and making a Trade of Refor- 
mation, ) would produce any one Inſtance, 
during the Space of Five and Twenty Years, 
of any Member of theſe Societies taking or 
accepting any Money from Offenders. On 
the contrary, (to prevent, as much as 
poſſible, all Suſpicion of a mercenary Deſign 
or Principle) you have not only recom- 
mended, but inſiſted on it with thoſe of 
the Societies, who have given Informations 
againft Vice and Prophaneneſs, that they 
ſhould never receive that Part. of the Pe- 
nalty, which the Law allows to the In- 
former. And if at any time hereafter it 
' ſhould happen, that any Perſons concerned 
in your Societies ſhould be chargeable with 
any of the evil Practices before mentioned, 
or even with taking the Reward which the 
Law allows, you deſire of all, that are 

EL heartily 
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heartily concerned for the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion, that they would. give you Netice 
of JJ! ne > « 

I cannot think your Deſign needs any 
farther Apology. The Blame muſt Light 
upon the Laws, and thoſe who make them, 
before it can reach you, who but them in 
Execution. 
Axb before I 1 I would ks 
remind you, that Reformation is a Branch 
of Charity, and that you muſt act in it, 
as with Courage, ſo with great Candor and 
Tenderneſs, with a Heart melting with 
Pity, and diſcharging thoſe Harſh Offices 
with ſuch an Affectionate Concern, as that 
wherewith you would adminiſter an Anti- 
dote to a Brother who had drank Poiſon, 
or as one Hand would ferve the other in 
pulling out a Thorn, or Lancing a Tu- 
mour. This inward Tenderneſs muſt be 
| ſupported with a meek but manly Firm- 
neſs, to Guard it from a vicious Lenity, 
and Condeſcention; and to give it that 
Natural Aſcendant and Superiority which 
Authoriz'd Virtue muſt often aſſume, upon 
the Occaſions in which you are engag d. 


AL- 


— ——— 
— = — x = — 
22 — — ĩ 


— Fe 


— — - 
. - 2 — — _ — — — 2 
— — —— — = 


N 

} 
6. 
4 | 
. N 
i! [ 


———— — 
— — — — 


q 
uM 
iy | 
.- 
; ' 
My p 
TIL: 
14 #1 
iy 
14448 
U 
ah 
ly 


14 
1 


* — 2 


ww — EET 


24 7 ermon i Preacied to the Societies Ke. 


of whoſe ly £ Gi it cose, 
that thy faithful People do unto Thee 


true and laudable Service: Grant, we 
beſeech Thee, that we may ſo faith- 
fully ſerve Thee in this Life, that we 
fail not finally to attain thy Heavenly 
Promiſes, through the Merits of Jclus 
Queilt. our Lord., un. 
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The Six and Twentieth 


ACCOUNT 


OH THE 
PROGRESS made in the 


Cities of London & Weſtminſter, 


And Places adjacent, 


By the Hcieties for Promoting ; 
a Reformation of Mannert; 


By furthering the Execution of the LAWS 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality, 8 


and other Chriſtian Methods. 


HE fad SOCIETIES have, in Purſu- 
ance of their Deſign, from the Firſt of De- 
cember 171 9, to the Firſt of December 1720, Pro- 


| ſecuted divers ſorts of Offenders, vix. 


Lewd and Diſorderly practices 1189 
Keeping of Bawdy and Diſorderly ? 3 
3 Houſes 4 
| * Exerciliog their Trades or ordinary | 16 
Callings on the Lord's Day — 5 


— 7 
— 


Fo or” Prophane Swearing and Curſing 114 
| Drunkenneſs — mn 
1 Keeping Common Gaming Houſes; 1 5 
4 whereof have been Convicted, > 16 


1 and paid their Fines——8 


The Total Number of Perſons proſecured 


by the Societies, in and near London only, 
for Debauchery and Prophaneneſs, for 30S 75,270 
| Years laſt paſt, are calculated ar Seventy 5 
Fife Thouſand Two Hundred and Seventy, 


A 1F 


EEE 


T*F Impiety and Debauchery had gone 
1 on ſpreading and increaſing among us 


for the laſt Thirty Years, at that prodigious 
rate as they did for many Years belory 


we had aſſuredly been one of the m 


 profligate Nations in the Chriſtian World; 
and that under the cleareſt Light and 


greateſt Advantages for the knowing and 


practiſing our Duty, of almoſt any other 


Nation, which muſt probably have reduced 


us to a very miſerable Condition long before 


now ; but by the Bleſſing of Go p upon the 


various Endeavours of the Societies of ſeve- 
ral Sorts for promoting Religion, and Re- 
formation ot Manners, a wonderful Check 
hath been given to the Pevalency of the 
moſt ſcandalous Vices, and in many Inſtan- 


ces, a viſible Reformation has enſued. 


Trax Reaſonableneſsoſuniting in Societies, 
ſor the more effectual carrying on a Work 
of this Nature, need not be farther prov'd, 
after what has been ſaid with fo much Ad- 


vantage upon that Subject in the Annual 
Reformation Sermons ; as alſo by the Excellent 
Author of the Whole Duty of Man, who, in 


| his Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the Decay of Chri- 
tian Piety, hath this remarkable Paſſage: The 
Scandal, faith he, brought upon Religion, as it 
was not contracted by the Irregularities of one or 


two Perſonas, but by aſſociated and commonCrimes ; 


fo neither will it be removed by a few ſingle and 


private 


Ih — 


— 
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= 7 
private Reformations. There muſt be Combina- 
tions and publick Confederacies in Virtue, to 
ballence and connterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will 
never recover that Honour which (he acquired 


by the general Piety of ber Profeſſors. 3g 


TuANxks be to Gop, many ſuch Combi- 
nations and publick Confederacies are now 
in Being, who make it a great Part of 
their Buſineſs to oppoſe aſſociated as well 
as particular Offenderrre. 


Tux Societies for Reformation of Manners 
are eminently of that Number: And the 
Uſefulneſs of ſuch Confederacies- is viſible 
from what has been actually brought about 
by means of the ſaid Societies, beyond what 
could have been hoped for from any private 
Endeavours. Multitudes, for 23 Jes laſt 
paſt, have been proſecuted, and puniſhed 
according to Law, for lewd and ſcandalous 
Practices. Great Numbers of Baudy-Houſ- 
es, and other diſorderly Houſes, have been 
ſuppreſſed and ſhut up, and the Streets wete 
very much purged from the wittehed Tribe 
of Night-wilking Proftitutes, and molt deteſt able 
Sydomites; Many k young Men, taken with 
lewd Women, have, by their being brougllt 
to timely Shame and Puniſhment, been dif- 
couraged and turned (as we have Rea ſon to 
hope) from following ſuch finful Courſes, 
Which often' cduſe them to defraud their 
Parents, Maſters, &c. and bring themſelves 
1 8.8 3 to 
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to utter Ruine. Moreover, many Thouſands 
of Books have been diſperſed by theſe Societies 
throughout the Kingdom, and put into the 


Hands of lewd and profane Perſons, to 
awaken them to a Senſe of their Sins. By 


theſe various Methods, many Perſons have, 
by the Bleſſing of Gop, been brought to 


a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; and tho? 
they have at firſt been exaſperated againſt 
the Inſtruments of awakening them out of 


their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping them 
in their ſinful Courſes ; yet have afterwards 


bleſſed Gop for their Recovery, and been 
heartily thankful to thoſe, who have been 


{erviceable to them therein, 


Tris Undertaking, begun by a very 


few Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not 


only in Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. 
And the great Good which, by. Go »'s 


Bleſſing, has been done by the ſaid Societies, 


has very much animated their Endeavours. 
They have likewiſe been encouraged by 


ſeveral Royal Proclamations, Orders of Sel- 
ſions, Preſentments of Grand- Juries in many 


Counties in England; by the Lord-Mayors 4 
and Court of Aldermen of the City of 


| London; | by many Sermons of the Right 


Reverend the Biſhops, and other eminent 


Divines, preached to the Societies, and pub- 
liſhed throughout the Kingdom; and by the 


Writings of other learned Men ; as alſo by 


the folema Approbation of a conſiderable 


Number 


L 4 1 
Number of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and the honourable Judges of England and 
Ireland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral 
Proteſtant Churches. 407 F 


Ir muſt be confeſſed, That Profaneneſs 
and Debauchery do ſtill too much abound ; 
yet it cannot be deny'd, but that they are 
reformed, in their various Branches, to a ve- 
ry remarkable Degree; from whence ' tis 
evident, that ſince this Work has had ſuch 
conſiderable Succeſs, notwithſtanding the 
many and great Difficulties it has ſtruggled 
with, much greater Advances might have 
been expected, had there been a more ge- 
neral and hearty Concurrence of Perſons of 
all Orders amongſt us, in Proportion to 
the Greatneſs of the Concern. 55 


Tos therefore that have a juſt Zeal 
for the Honour of Gop and Religion; who 
deſire to prevent the ſpreading of the Le- 
proſie of Sin; who are unwilling to have 
their Children, and other Relations, or their 
Friends and Servants, corrupted by ill Ex- 
amples and wicked Allurements: Thoſe that 
ſincerely wiſh well to thoſe excellent and 
hopeful Nurſeries of Piety and good Man- 
ners, the CHARITX- Schools; and would 
be heartily grieved to ſee the Chriſtian 
Inſtruction and pious Education that Chil- 
dren receive therein miſcarry, through 
prevailing open Temptations to Wicked- 


114 
97 


all ſuch Prattices are utterly deteſted 


oullyinſinuated, That it is not Refor- 


mation which is intended, but the 


by theſe Sdcieties, (Who, it is well 


known, have ſtrictly enquired ns 
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- ſuch Perſons, and whenidiſcover'd, 


+,» have brought them to Puniſhment) 


nor do they know or believe, that 
any engaged in theſe Societies are 
-_ chargeable therewith. And to pre- 
vent, as much as is poſſible, all Suſ- 
picion of a mercenary Deſign or 
Principle in any that act in the Bu- 
ſineſs of Reformation, the GNTLEMEN 
concern'd have all along recommend - 
ed it, and indeed inſiſted upon it 
with thoſe of the Societies, who have 
given Informations againſt Vice or 
Prophaneneſs, that they ſhould never 
receive that Part of the Penalty 
Which the Law allows the Informer; 
and it has not come to their Know- 
ledge, in upwards of Twenty Years 
time, that any one Perſon of thoſe 
Societies have acted otherwiſe. 
However, if at any time hereaſter 
it ſhould happen, that any Perſon 
or Perſons concerned in any of the 
Societies for promoting Reformation 
of Manners ſhould be chargeable with 
any of the evil Practices before- 
meationed, or even with taking the 
Reward which the Law allows them; 
it is humbly requeſted! of all that 


are heartily concerned for the In- 


tereſt of Religion, that they will 
give them Notice thereof. 
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neſs, and a general Contempt of Reli. 

gion: Thoſe; laftly, who have any due 

Love to their Country, and would prevent 
| a National Guilt, and thereby keep off 

| National Judgments, and particularly the 

5 Devouring Plague, that continues to rage 
| 


in our neighbouring Countrey, which we 

have juſt Reaſon to fear will reach us for 
„ our Impenitence, and continued Oppoſition 5 
. | to the Methods of Reformation, cannot | 
"ol poſſibly, one would think, but heartily x 
"I approve and- affift this Uſeful Deſign for 
CE Suppreſſing Prophaneneſs and Immorality. 


Now, Whereas ſome have moſt maliei: 
oully inſinuated, That it is not Refor. 
mmnation which is intended, but the 
* getting of Money from the Delin- 
tf gquents; and by ſuch baſe and vile 
1 Reports have impoſed on ſome very 
| 1 well-meaning People: It is hereby 
4 Aeclared to the World, That ſueh 
"188 22 Charge upon theſe Societies is abs 
1 ſolutely falſe. It is allowed, that 
thbie have been ſome baſe and wick+ 
4 ed Perſons, (not engag'd, or in the leaſt 
„ cConeerned in the Societies for Refor! 
Fi mation of Manners) ' who” have ex+ 
torted Money from Offenders, and 
bi ſometimes from honeſt Men. But 
LL all ſuch Prafices are utterly detefted 
by theſe Societies, (Who, it is well 
known, have ſtrictly enquired m_ 
uc 
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give them Notice thereof. 
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- ſuch Perſons, and when diſcover'd, 
have brought them; to Puniſhment) 
nor do they know or believe, that 

any engaged in theſe Societies are 


chargeable therewith. And to pre- 
vent, as much as is poſſible, all Suſ- 


picion of a mercenary Deſign or 


Principle in any that act in the Bu- 


ſineſs of Reformation, the GENTLEMEN 
concern'ꝰd have all along recommend- 


ed it, and indeed inſiſted upon it 


with thoſe of the Societies, who have 


given Informations againſt Vice or 
Prophaneneſs, that they ſhould never 


receive that Part of the Penalty 
which the Law allows the Informer; 


and it has not come to their Know- 


ledge, in upwards of Twenty Tears 
time, that any one Perſon of thoſe 


Societies have acted otherwiſe. 


However, if at any time hereafter 
it ſhould happen, that any Perſon 


or Perſons concerned in any of the 
Societies for promoting Reformation 
of Manners ſhould be chargeable with 
any of the evil Practices before- 


mentioned, or even with taking the 


Reward which the Law allows them; 
it is humbly requeſted of all that 


are heartily concerned for the In- 


tereſt of Religion, that they will 
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Ob ections from thoſe who are too 


ſary Work of Reformation; that there is 
more Regard had to the Puniſhment, than 


to the Converſion of prophane and vicious 


Perſons; it may not be improper to ac- 
quaint the World; That in Conjunction 


with the other pious and proper Methods, 
of Inſtruction, Admonition, and Reproof,. 
which are uſed by the Societies, to awaken 


Men to a Senſe of their Sins, and Con- 


cern for their Souls, the Number of large 


Books, and leſſer Diſcourſes, that have 


been wrote by ſome of the Members of 


the Societies for Reformation, or which 
they have procured to be wrote and 
publiſhed by others, and have given away 
at their own Charge, in this and other 
Kingdoms, for the Furthering of the Re- 
formation of this, and other Nations, and 
the particular. Converſion of ſuch Offen- 


ders as they have brought to Puniſhment . 


for their crying Enormities, are calculated 
1 above Four Hunnen Thouſand, | | 


The Stor of Books given 


away by the Societies — 1 


* 
= 


* * 
* 
-, "7 
y 
. - * 1 7 0 7 . © 
A x 
% . * 
. k v 
b F a as 
4 | * 
. — 


diſpoſed: to raiſe them, againſt this 'neceſ- | 


an p „ ” 


— 8 ; - 2 4 j „K rens 4 n 8 bs ME re . 
* — > 2 q 2 4 is” - ba - 5 : — 4-444 3 4246 * p 44 a of 4 * "x * ___ " NT.” "4 > a 5 . RF. 5 + * bo : 
F r + wy 5 S Ru * * a Os: os — 92 — 1 — Cp p ror ou ˙ ͤöQ 2 . ſh 
one . . Pin . r er r " g 2 3 PFF Ee >, 237 r 0 - 
2 W — r p r ene OI ˙- SCS.- 7 HE r Ee ON 7 — a 8 n - 
* 5 ; £3 . 3 o EIS > oy „„ 1 1 P ² Bering, I IT Ar oe,” 22 TE FOR 4 x ns . 222 3 
8 8 2 47 3 ps — . pO Sn - - wee - z 25 ap rhe, 2 222 
* 5 Ht Oe K — — > + „ — pa r pps 5 „ . . a 


. 


. 
p 
. 
0 
N 
1 
* 
» 
8 
»” 
. 
* 
, 
. 
p 
. 
Cy 
* 
. 
, 
- 
* 
- 
A. * — 9 
"s * 2 we" we 
— 2 » FCA «x e * 2#: Cot "Aon 8 FS, — Ob Ca r 
2 * e, „ ER . RP ttt; . 
Fo. 3 ; ES ' - re” 2 ys e oe WR Et 
: - Ng 4 — > . 0 i ng ES eee I _ 
7 . ES 5 » . Ne a * 


"<7 I I SET OM TR eee eee Co oa WIRES _ 


N <a i „ PPP — . — . otra 


8 
* 
us 
>. 
Dane 
2 
* 0 
OY 
%% 
* 
\ 
JV 
z 
- 
* : x 


